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a cigarette, he sat squinting and smoking while Gibson and I
talked. There was hardly a word of our conversation that he
understood, but he guessed what we were talking about, and
with the intuitiveness of primitives everywhere he pointed to
the clock:
'SikisiP he said, pronouncing csix9 as well as an Eskimo could.
If we were to be off at six, I should have to be out of bed at
five.
Next morning I was up at seven, rather ashamed of myself.
Utak must be waiting impatiently for me. I looked out of the
window and saw no sign of life. Paddy Gibson said nothing.
He was enjoying the adventures of his tenderfoot. 'Ublako!' the
Eskimos say: Tomorrow early.9 It is always ublako with them;
they are always full of good resolutions, particularly just after
the white man had fed them — given them what is called in the
North a 'mug up.*
It was nine o'clock before anything began to stir round the
shack provided for the natives in the summer months. Stir, did
I say? A man flew out like a projectile in one direction: a
woman ran through the doorway, followed by two more, and
all three began to shout and call. There was an air of bustle
and agitation as of late risers fearful of missing a boat.
The philosophic Gibson said calmly, *It will be a good two
hours before you get away. No hurry.'
I shall have more to say later about how the Eskimos make a
start on the trail. What I was witnessing here was the packing
of the dogs in preparation for an autumn journey. The process
is almost comically laborious. First, you must catch your dogs.
Eskimo dogs love to pull a sled, and with equal intensity they
hate to carry a pack. When they smell the coming of a pack
they are off in aU directions. There was one now running over
the plain, followed by two women who were employing all the
ruse and cunning of the Red Indian to catch him. Another had
slipped on his belly under the shack and was being dragged out
by one paw while he howled like a man being murdered in a
cellar. A third saw a native coming towards him with a care-
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